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Point of View - The Lightning Thief

Define

 

CA-CCSS:  CA.RL.6.6

When someone asks you to express your point of view on something, you know they’re asking for your

opinion—how you “see” or understand a situation or idea. Similarly, in a work of literature, you might be

asked to analyze character point of view—for example, the different points of view of two characters in a

story, or how a character’s perspective, or awareness, differs from that of the audience in a play.

 

But there’s also another sense in which we use the term “point of view” to talk about literary works. In

poetry, we talk about the point of view of the speaker—who may or may not be the poet. Likewise, in

fiction, we talk about the narrative point of view. Every story you’ve ever read is told from the point of view

of a narrator—someone who isn’t necessarily the author.

 

When a character tells the story, you experience everything that happens through that character’s eyes

(and ears). You only learn what the other characters in the story do and say if that character tells you. We

call this first-person point of view. If the narrator addresses the reader as you, this is called second-person

point of view. In third-person point of view, the narrator, or teller of the tale, is an observer rather than a

character.

 

But wait—there’s more to this! There are three different kinds of third-person point of view. If the narrator

reveals the thoughts and feelings of every character, the author is using third-person omniscient (all-

knowing) point of view. If only one or two characters reveal their thoughts and feelings to readers, the

author is using third-person limited omniscient point of view. If the narrator describes the actions of the

characters but not their thoughts or feelings, the point of view is called third-person objective.
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