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IONIAN REVOLT

In 546 .., the Persian Empire conquered lonia, an
area of Greek colonies on the west coast of
present-day Turkey. Life under Persian rule was
not especially harsh, but the lonians wanted to
regain their independence. They rebelled in 499 s.c.
with the support of Athens. Despite Athenian help,
Persia crushed the lonian revolt in 494 a.c. The
Persian emperor Darius | vowed to punish Athens
as revenge for helping lonia.
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The distance from
Marathon to Athens
was just over 24 miles.
Today's race measures
26.2 miles.
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In 490 .., the Persian army landed at Marathon,
just over 24 miles east of Athens. Knowing they
were outnumbered by at least two to one, the
Athenians knew their strategy would have to be
clever—and bold. As the Persian foot soldiers
stood in formation, the Greek general Miltiades
(mihl-TY-ah-deez) ordered his troops to lock
shields and advance at a full run. The Greeks
charged into the surprised Persians, forced them

back to their ships, and claimed victory over them.
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GREEK TRIREMES

The word trireme,

wooden ships were powered
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DEFEAT OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE

Ten years after the Battle at Marathon, Xerxes (ZURK-seez), Darius's successor,
invaded Athens. In 480 e.c., hundreds of Persian ships and more than 150,000
soldiers went on the attack. Athens was ready this time—and it did not have to
face the Persians alone. Athens had forged strong -, or partnerships, with
other Greek city-states, including Sparta. Because the Athenians needed more
time to prepare for battle, King Leonidas of Sparta occupied the important
mountain pass of Thermopylae (thur-MAHP-uh-lee). Leonidas's small army fought
off the Persians, giving the Greeks time to assemble further south.

The Athenians fought on. At the Battle of Salamis (SAL-uh-mihs) a small fleet of
Greek warships called - (try-REEMZ) faced the Persian navy. The Greeks
lured the Persians into a trap in the strait at Salamis and destroyed nearly a third
of the Persian fleet. In 479 &.c,, a large and united Greek army finally defeated the
Persians at the Battle of Plataea. After this, the Persians left Greece and never
invaded again. Although the war flared on and off for a few more decades, Greece
was safe. Athens and Sparta emerged triumphant as the most powerful city-states
in Greece.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION What lasting influences did classical Greek
CLASSICAL GREECE culture have on the modern world?

CHAPTER

480ec-323ac
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Section 4 THE GREEK LEGACY

KEY VOCABULARY NAMES & PLACES
comedy Aesop

jury Aristotle
philosophy Homer

representative democracy  Plato
tragedy Socrates
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Cape Tainaron, located at the southernmost point of Greece, was known in ancient times as the “Gate

to Hades,” or what the Greeks thought of as hell.

Section 1 THE GOLDEN AGE

KEY VOCABULARY NAMES & PLACES
direct democracy Cleisthenes
golden age Delian League
immortal Parthenon
mythology pericles

Section 2 THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR

KEY VOCABULARY NAMES & PLACES
plague Peloponnesian War
siege Thucydides

truce

Section 3 ALEXANDER THE GREAT

KEY VOCABULARY NAMES & PLACES
catapult Alexander the Great
cosmopolitan Philip 11

Hellenistic

phalanx

DETERMINE WORD MEANINGS
Many English words are based on
Greek words. This chart shows
some common Greek roots and
their meanings. As you read the
chapter, write down examples of
words you find that include these
roots.

cosm: universe
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m Pericles and Democracy

When you go out with your friends after school, how does your group
decide what to do? Does one friend make this decision? Do two or three
take charge? Or do you all have a say? If you all weigh in, that's
democracy, a concept that began in Athens more than 2,500 years ago.

PROFILE  SEEDS OF DEMOCRACY  ATHENS'S GREATEST LEADER ~ REVIEW & ASSESS

% PERICLES

TO-DO LIST

He had three goals for Athens: to strengthen
democracy, to increase Athens's power in the
wider world, and to beautify the city.

He introduced reforms that made Athens a
fairer and more democratic society.

DEATH
Job: Athenian He was among the many victims of a brutal
statesman and plague that fell upon Athens in the year after

leader o
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(] Job: Athenian
statesman and
leader

Q Education: Taught
by Anaxagoras, who
was known for his
clear thinking and
oratorical skills

@) Home: Athens

SEEDS OF DEMOCRACY

As you may recall from the previous chapter, the
leader Solon made life better for the poor. He
canceled their debts, freed enslaved farmers, and
abolished unfair payments to greedy landowners.

He was among the many victims of a brutal
plague that fell upon Athens in the year after
the Peloponnesian War. He died in 429 6.c.

Sculptures and illustrations from this period

always portray him wearing a helmet. It is said
that he wore the helmet to hide his oddly
shaped head.
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SEEDS OF DEMOCRACY

As you may recall from the previous chapter, the
leader Solon made life better for the poor. He
canceled their debts, freed enslaved farmers, and
abolished unfair payments to greedy landowners.

Solon also reduced the power of the aristocracy.
He organized citizens into four classes based on
wealth. Rich men still had more power, but all male
citizens, rich and poor, were allowed to join the
assembly and help elect leaders. Solon also
created a council chosen by lottery, or chance,
from the assembly. Solon made Athenian
government fairer, but it was not yet a true
democracy.

Around 500 s.c, a leader named Cleisthenes
(KLYS-thuh-neez) took things further. Under his
rule, the assembly members debated openly and
heard court cases. Citizens were organized into

ELECTED BY
LOTTERY

Athenians used this
machine, known as a
Kleroterion, to elect
officials. Each eligible
male placed a token
with his name on it in
one of the slots. A
series of balls were
then released from a
tube to determine
whose tokens would be
chosen.
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Pericles was also determined to glorify Athens by transforming it from a city
ravaged by the Persian Wars to a center of learning, creativity, and beauty. By
encouraging the work of great thinkers and artists, Pericles guided Athens through

a _ —a period of great cultural achievement.
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groups based on where they lived. Each group sent 50 representatives a year to
the Council of 500. The council proposed laws and debated policies, and the
assembly voted on them. The citizens were now fully engaged in government. This
was democracy—but a limited one. Only male property owners born in Athens
could participate. Women, foreigners, and slaves had no political rights.

ATHENS'S GREATEST LEADER

Pericles (PEHR-uh-kleez), one of Athens's greatest leaders, expanded this limited
democracy into one that would allow all male citizens to participate in
government. He transferred the remaining powers of the aristocrats to the
assembly. He paid jurors, which allowed poor citizens to take time off to serve the
state. This idea was later extended to all public officials, who previously were
unpaid. Pericles also opened up powerful political positions to the middle classes.
Neither social class nor poverty was a barrier to political power anymore. Athens

now had a _, in which citizens gathered together to vote on laws
and policies.
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)
y¥] Athens’s Democratic Society

The city-state of Athens was named for its devotion to Athena, the Greek
goddess of wisdom. Ancient Athenians developed one of the world's
great forms of government.

DAILY LIFE BEGINNINGS OF DEMOCRACY REVIEW & ASSESS

DAILY LIFE

The daily lives of people in ancient Athens helped shape their approach to
governing. Citizenship was open to adult men who had been born in Athens.
Foreign-born residents could live in Athens. However, they did not generally
become citizens, vote, or own property—even though they paid taxes and fought
in the army. Slaves were at the bottom of society.

Athenian women were firmly controlled by their husbands. Wealthy women ran
the household and raised children, but they could not go out alone. Poorer women
had more freedom but had to work for wages.
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Children were raised much differently in Athens than in Sparta. Athenians valued
education, and boys attended school if their families could afford it. After a well-

rounded education, Athenian boys went through two years of military training in
preparation for citizenship. Athenian girls did not attend school, but they learned

household skills at home. Poor children worked from an early age.

BEGINNINGS OF DEMOCRACY

Even as the city-state of Athens thrived, many Athenians felt they had little voice in
their government. Unlike Sparta, Athens replaced its monarchy with an aristocracy.
Trouble arose when aristocratic families began to fight with each other and
farmers started to protest decreasing wealth and land. A time of increasing strife
and, on occasion, violence in Athens followed. A harsh code of laws made things

worse.

In 594 &.c., the aristocrats responded to the crisis by granting special powers to a
trusted man named Solon. He improved conditions for the poor by limiting the
power of the aristocracy and allowing an assembly of free citizens to pass laws. In
508 s.c., Athens established _, a form of government in which citizens
have a direct role in governing.
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DAILY LIFE IN ATHENIAN ART
The art on ancient Greek pots allows a glimpse into daily life in ancient Greece.
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ﬂ Uniting Against the Persians

When the Persians attacked Greece, they triggered the Persian Wars. We
know much about these wars from the ancient Greek historian
Herodotus. Modern historians consider him to be reliable even though
it's likely that he exaggerated the size of the Persian threat. Whatever the
numbers, these wars changed the course of Greek history.

City-states in ancient Greece united to drive back invasions by the
Persian Empire.
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26.2

The modern
marathon has its roots
in the Persian Wars.
According to one
legend, upon defeating
the Persians at
Marathon, Miltiades
sent his best runner to
Athens to announce
the victory. After he
reported the news, the
runner collapsed and
died.
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