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[bookmark: _GoBack]Volunteer Work for Teenagers: Should It Be Mandatory? 
Point: Give Teens Some Work to Do! It’s Good for Them and Everyone Else 

Teenagers today live in a confusing world. The media sends many mixed messages about what it means to be a helpful person in society. One of the best ways to help teens find their way is to make volunteer work a mandatory part of their school curriculum. Some people would immediately argue that this is an unnecessary action—many teens already volunteer without it being a requirement. It’s true: teens have a propensity to volunteer more than adults. However, as a society we should make sure that not just some, but all, teens volunteer. Many of the teens that volunteer do so as part of a religious group or a youth leadership organization. In fact, 46 percent of teens who volunteer are working with a religious group or a youth leadership organization while only 18 percent of teens who volunteer are working with school-based groups. This shows that clearly the best way to include all teens in the benefits of volunteering is to add mandatory volunteer work to the school curriculum. 

There are many benefits to volunteering. One obvious benefit is that volunteering helps the community—volunteers help the elderly, the disabled, and children. Furthermore, many people are able to receive food and medical assistance that they would not receive otherwise thanks to the hard work of volunteers. In addition, let us not forget the environment! Volunteers make our world a cleaner place by doing things like picking up trash and teaching others about recycling. However, volunteering brings advantages that many people don’t think of right away: benefits to the volunteers themselves! According to the United Way, volunteering helps people make important networking contacts, develop new skills, gain work experience, and enhance their resume. All of these benefits are crucial to teens who will soon be entering the workforce. The United Way also says that volunteering gives people the opportunity to teach their skills to others and build self-esteem and confidence. These two benefits are helpful to teens who are developing their social skills. Finally, the United Way says that volunteering improves people’s health and helps to make a difference in someone’s life, benefits that are wonderful for volunteers at any age! The numerous advantages that come from volunteering definitely warrant making volunteering a compulsory part of school curriculum. 

One very specific reason to tie volunteer work to education is that teen volunteers are more likely to succeed academically than teens who don’t volunteer. Back in 2005, a collaborative study conducted by the Corporation for National, Community Service, and the U.S. Census Bureau revealed that students who do better in school are more likely to be volunteers. There are numerous possible reasons for this trend. It may be because teenagers who volunteer learn new skills, or because the work helps teenagers build confidence, or because volunteering provides a sense of purpose. Whatever the reason, the abundantly clear link between students who volunteer and academic success is too important to be ignored. 

What happens to teenagers who volunteer as they grow into adults? They continue to volunteer, of course! According to the United Way, volunteering as a youth will increase the chances that a person will volunteer as an adult, which makes sense given the many benefits of volunteering. Unfortunately, however, adults who were never encouraged to volunteer as youths may never start because they are oblivious of the benefits. A simple solution to this would be to make volunteer work a mandatory part of the school curriculum so that everyone will be provided the opportunity to be exposed to the helpful benefits of volunteering. Aside from the benefits to the individual volunteer, think about the benefit to society as a whole. Community service programs across the country will have a fresh new crop of enthusiastic, lifelong volunteers to count on. Everyone knows that volunteers make the United States a better place. The more volunteers, young and old, the better! 

The evidence is clear: Volunteering is beneficial to both the community and the volunteers themselves. Because the advantages of volunteering so heavily outweigh the disadvantages, it makes sense to start people on a path of volunteerism early by making volunteering a mandatory part of the school curriculum. 

Counterpoint: Mandatory Volunteer Work Does More Harm Than Good 
Most people agree that teenagers today live in a difficult world. There are more pressures facing the modern teen than we can count school, work, family, sports, and other extracurricular activities, just to name a few. However, some people think that we should add to that load of pressures by making volunteer work a mandatory part of the school curriculum. One of the greatest arguments for this action is that mandatory volunteer work will prepare students for the future by giving them work experience, but the flaw in this logic is that many teens already gain work experience through paying jobs. In fact, many of the teens working paying jobs are doing so out of necessity—to pay gas to get back and forth to school, or to help their families with extra money. Those teens without paying jobs still have plenty of prospects for gaining work experience in other ways such as an internship, or working at a school paper. Another argument for making volunteer work a mandatory part of school curriculum is that this work will help teens gain self-esteem and self-confidence. However, having time to socialize and develop hobbies and other interests is more important for self-esteem and self-confidence than volunteering. 

The most compelling argument against making volunteer work a mandatory part of school curriculum is time. Teens today are just too busy to add another stressor to their lives. Let us look at twenty-four hours in the life of a typical teen. Allocate eight hours per day for sleep, eight hours for school (including getting ready and travel time), three hours for homework, two hours for activities such as sports or a part-time job, two hours for dinner and family time, and one hour for socializing. These activities take up all twenty-four hours leaving scarcely any time for volunteer work. Should students have to sacrifice their one hour of socializing per day, or sacrifice an hour of precious family time? These options just don’t make sense as making more demands on teens’ packed schedules can have serious side effects. Teens who are too busy feel tired, anxious, or depressed. Studies show they often have headaches or stomachaches due to stress, missed meals, or lack of sleep and they may fall behind in school, causing their grades to suffer. These drawbacks clearly outweigh the benefits of volunteering. 

Another problem with making volunteer work a mandatory part of curriculum is that it defeats the purpose of volunteering in the first place. People volunteer because they have extra time and energy to give, and they genuinely want to help. Students that are forced to volunteer may resent the demand on their time, and therefore perform the work grudgingly. This will not help to make students feel useful or helpful, which would be counterproductive. Furthermore, students will not be able to experience the positive social benefits of volunteering because they see it as a requirement rather than a positive experience. Because of forced volunteer work, students may hesitate to explore volunteering as an adult. This is a huge drawback because there are genuine benefits to volunteering when someone actually has the time and means to do so. 

Finally, there is great evidence that the teens that do have the time to volunteer already do! This eliminates the need to make volunteer work mandatory. In 2005, a collaborative study on the volunteering habits of teenagers conducted by the Corporation for National and Community Service and the U.S. Census Bureau revealed that an estimated 15.5 million teens between the ages of 12 and 18 do volunteer work. This is about 55 percent of youth, a number even more astounding when compared to the meager 29 percent of adults who do volunteer work. They also found that young people complete more than 1.3 billion hours of volunteer work each year. These findings demonstrate that a significant number of teenagers are already participating in service to their communities when they are able. Since volunteer work is clearly popular among teenagers, it is safe to assume that the minority of teenagers who do not volunteer are only choosing not to participate because they do not have the time. 

Making volunteer work a mandatory part of school curriculum may seem like a good idea at first glance. Volunteering is good for the community and offers many benefits for the person volunteering as well. However, upon further examination it becomes clear that this is not a good plan. Adding another time stressor into the lives of teenagers just isn’t worth it.


Vocabulary for the week.  Unit 23  (20 points)
1. Mandatory
2. Curriculum
3. Propensity
4. Extracurricular
5. Allocate
6. Grudgingly
7. significant
8. Warrant
9. Compulsory
10. Collaborative
11. Oblivious
12. Counterproductive
13. Prospects
14. Scarcely
15. Astounding

Pronounce words
Define words
Use 10 words in a paragraph


Use the sentence frames to summarize the first two paragraphs of the text.  (40 points)

1. The first paragraph in the Point article is mostly about…
2. The first paragraph in Counterpoint is mostly about…

What is a volunteer?
A person who does something willingly, especially helping other people without being paid or forced to participate.

Key notes:
1. Highlight the key arguments and claims.
2. Highlight two examples that show why the argument for and against mandatory volunteering for teens is successful.
3. Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know and explain the connection.
4. Highlight two examples that show why the argument for and against mandatory volunteering for teens is successful.

Response to Literature: (Grammar counts)  (40 points)
How do the first paragraphs of both essays serve as summaries for the entire essays? Cite words and phrases that show how each of the first paragraphs outline the entire essay.
One way to draw inferences about the writers’ point of view is to make a list of the points they emphasize in a text. What points does the writer emphasize in each of the essays? Highlight these places in the text. What inferences can you draw from this evidence?

An inference is a conclusion reached on the basis of evidence and reasoning.

What kinds of evidence do the authors offer as support for their points? Do you think their support is effective? Highlight places in the text where evidence is introduced and explain why you think it is effective or not effective.
Use context to determine the meaning of the word grudgingly as it is used in the third paragraph of “Counterpoint: Mandatory Volunteer Work Does More Harm than Good.” Write your definition of “grudgingly” here and tell how you found it.
Use context to determine the meaning of the word allocate as it is used in the second paragraph of “Counterpoint: Mandatory Volunteer Work Does More Harm Than Good.” Write your definition of “allocate” here and tell how you found it
Response to Literature: (Each response must be at least a half page) (Grammar counts)  (100 points)
Explain how the authors’ points of view are shown in both the Point and the Counterpoint. Where do they exhibit conflicting evidence or viewpoints? Support your answer with textual evidence and make annotations to explain your answer choices.
Annotations are used in order to add notes or more information about a topic. They can be used in a variety of ways.  For example:
1.  A student noting important ideas from the content by highlighting or underlining passages in their textbook. 

2. A student noting examples or quotes in the margins of a textbook.

3. A reader noting content to be revisited later.

4. Annotations can be used to provide reminders, help a reader engage with the text, or to add context or further clarification. 

5. Highlighting or underlining key words or major ideas is the most common way of annotating in content and makes it easy to find those important passages again. 

6. You can go beyond marking up text and write notes on your reaction to the content or on its connection with other works or ideas. 


CA-CCSS:  CA.RI.8.1CA.RI.8.6CA.RI.8.8CA.RI.8.9



Select one paragraph from the body of both the Point and the Counterpoint essays then compare and contrast how each author uses evidence to support his or her reasons. Which essay do you think does a better job of using evidence to support these reasons? Support your answer with textual evidence and make annotations to explain your answer choices.
CA-CCSS:  CA.RI.8.1CA.RI.8.8CA.RI.8.9

Contrast the connotations, or emotional qualities, of language used in both of the essays. Use this information to describe the tone of each essay. Highlight your textual evidence and make annotations to explain how each essay used connotation.
Connotation, a literary device that refers to the selection of a word or phrase for its suggested meaning instead of its literal one. It is the difference between referring to an adult as “youthful” versus “childish”: the definition of the words is the same, but the implied meaning is very different.
CA-CCSS:  CA.RI.8.1CA.RI.8.4CA.RI.8.9

Do you think that both Point and Counterpoint supporters might agree on any issues or ideas brought up in these essays? Explain and highlight your textual evidence and make annotations to explain your thoughts.
CA-CCSS:  CA.RI.8.1CA.RI.8.8CA.RI.8.9

How do our own life experiences and preferences help us to determine what is work and what is play? According to the Counterpoint essay, mandating volunteer work could result in adults who are too resentful to volunteer. Do you agree with this warning? Why or why not? Highlight evidence, including the way the argument is structured, to support your ideas. Write annotations to explain your opinion.
CA-CCSS:  CA.RI.8.1CA.RI.8.8

Personal Reflection:  (100 points)
Write a one-page reflection about a time that you did some volunteer work. Describe the experience in detail. What did you learn from that experience? How did it affect your life?  Will you volunteer again in the future?
or
If you have never volunteered, give an example of a volunteer opportunity that you would like to participate in the future. Why did you choose this opportunity?  What do you expect to learn?  What do you expect to give?  Write a one-page reflection explaining your reasons.
or
If you have no interest in volunteering or you do not believe that volunteering is necessary, please explain in detail.  Why did you choose not to volunteer? Why do you feel there is no value in volunteering?  Why do you feel there is no need for volunteers in your community?  Write a one-page reflection explaining your reasons. 
Choose one of the three prompts to write a one-page reflection.

Example of Volunteer opportunities:
1. The Health clinic is relying on volunteers to run the office and answer the phones.
2. Schools use volunteers in the office, library and classroom.
3. Community volunteers are needed at church, community centers and food banks.

All students should be reading their accelerated reader book daily for a future assignment. This book was checked out of the school’s library before the school closed.
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